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SIR, 

HE News of a Perſecutionmeerly for a matter of Re- 
liSion, at this time a day, when the whole Nation ap- 
pear» pretefſedly to ilike it z and the pgivinz counte- 
nance to Informers (who are the Peft of every Nati- 

on, and the common Encmies of Property) to the Preiudicc of 
peaceable People, and thole owned to be Protcſf.cut;, and known 


* fo have had no hand mn the late National Quarr-is, makes your 


Friends, who have had netice of your late Troubles, {ufpecr 
that there 1s {omething in your caſe more tken ordinary. 

Had this fallen out in ſome remote Country,whese no Informer 
had ever yet appeared, we might have conceived, that through 
L gnorance that fort of DevilgqaardDEReatmight have been milta- 
ken for an Angel of Light; and that upon his bare averment,jome 
well-meaning Perſons, even againſt their own Experience, might 
:ave been induced to miſtake their pe:ceable Neighbouss for Dan- 
gcrous Incendiaries, and unworthy to enjoy their own proper 
Goods. Or had this happened in a plage more near, where the 
Name of an Informer had been heard, and his Maligniry under- 
ſtood inthe general; but where, through want of converſtng 
with Weſeminſterball and Gmildhali, they might have taken the 
F:end to have had more power, and more $i!l in fencing then in 
ruth he hath ; it would not have been eſteemed a very ſtrange 
thing, that a Magiſtrate ſhould have been found out, who ta- 
king it to be an impoſſible thing to ſecure himſelf againft the De- 
vil without ſome ſacrifice, ſhould rather chooſe to make an Offer- 
ing to him of his Neighbours Goods, then to run the hazard 4 
leſing his own. But to hear of a Perſecution for Religion in a 
Country which lies io near Fraxce, where Protef ants are allowed 
their publick Temples, under a Government zealouſly Popsſb: To 
le an Intormer, the Spie and Scout againſt property, encoura- 


ged in the great Country of property, and that for peaceable 
& 3 Conſcience ; 
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Conſcience; and in a Country offo muck good Nature and Ho- 
ſpitallity. But to ſee that fort 0! Creature concert un a County 
loncer Lonaon avd Ve/imin, er,a5 Bot to be capube 0! not LROW= 
ing what informers arc,how ccteſt:ble their 414, ow inconſt- 
Cerable their Power, bow prncrliy indigent an viſſolure, how 
mean their Skill, how litile they know more then to ſubborn 
Witneſſes to commit Periuries, which arc c:{covrrecd to their 
Confufion,is that which raiſetk Wonder in lome of your Friends 
to lo great an height, that they gearrally requeſt from your own 
hand the true ſtate of your Caf in all its Cireumſtanccs, to the 
cod they way know, whetier there be any thing which can Giffer 
it from the common Caſes of Periecution mcerly tor Relicion ; 
from which the gencrality of the Country Gentlemen of U7gland 
(and particularly thoſe of the Country where you live) do com- 
monly prolefs to have a: gxeat an abtorrency, as they have from 
Depopulating of Countries,which is the Effet that fuch Perſecy- 


- tions mult of neceffiry preguce.In the mean time, do not (I pray 


take me to be one, wo think it ſtrafipe to hear of Troubles; what 
hath been formerly may happen again without Aﬀoniſhment 5 & 
you arc too well known to be thoug]tt to be ſurprized or afraid. 

Well did that Perſon confider the Creature A7ar, who Giſtin- 
gwthed him into two parts, viz. the 27:2, and rhe Peat: But it 
were happy for Mankind, if the Pea? were leſs imperious and 
cruel: In truth it is bard to find where the a7 is allowed ts have 
any power in Ating; every thing ſeems to totally and abſolutely 
to be governed by the Peaft, and by the Tyranny of its inordi- 
nate Paſſions and Senſes. 

Where ſhall one find yet a ſingle Perſon in the World,who calls 
hinſelf a Chriſta, or that Party of Mcn who defire to be c- 
ſeemed Chriſtians, but he and they will readily grant that Prin- 
gdiple, Mat. 9. 13. Allthings what feever ye world that men fhould 
do to you, do you even ſo tothew:, fur this 1s the Law and the Pro- 
phets: and that other Principle, Rom. 3. 8. Zet 19n0t do Evil 
that Good may come, to be Gelpel-Principles, and oblieging to ll 
Mankind. . 

There is not a Politition or States-Man,nor a Government any 
where, that owns Chriſtiazity to be the true Religion, boa 

; Click 


WA 
feiſ.th, Tat in wc Council of the Fews, which wasalſcmbled 
in oxder to tie Poriecuiing uf the Apoſtles for Matters of meer 
Relioion, Camilics ac ucd prudently, an! according to the Prin- 
ciples of truce Religion, Act; 5 Let rhem alone, for if this counſes, 
er ths work ve of 1n:7, 1t will come For0u7ut;, Ont if it beof God, 
WC Canror overthrow it, ieaft bappuly we ve found ever to ight againſt 
God: They will all confe:s readily, when preſſed with thefe cha- 
ritable and peacceadle Principles; that the Spirit of perſecuting 
for mcer Relic;ion, is a Spirit. of Injuſtice, as not doing to 0- 
ther- as our {elve; would be doneunto; and a Spirit of difhance 
and incredulity, reiulins to truſt God, and his providence, with 
the defence aac juſtification of what is profeſſed to be of God: 
and yet it is rd to fail that ſingle Perſon, and much wore to 
Name, that Community or Government amongſt Chritsans,now 
in beings, whole practiſe, when they have opertunity, and power, 
are not contrary to tcir Pranciples: And not only ſo,but they will 
take upon them to juſtific ſuch praiſes to be confiſtint with, 
ray,cven duties uato Which they are obliged by Cat pure Religi- 
on Which they take upon them to prokefs tothe whole World. 
But to the cuc I may not be eſteemed preſumptuous, or uncha- 
ritable in what ! here aſſert, and in regard it 1s impoſſible to pro- 
duce evident proois ior what lay, as touehins lingle perſons, let 
uz alittle examine the matter, as to Parties and Governments, ta- 
king this ior granted, that every particular party calls it ſelf a true 
Church, or the true Churck of Chrift: If whatis here urged of 
differing Churches ſhall be proved true,the preſumption will ſtand 
very ſtrong as to liagle perſons, there being no fingle perſon, who 
would be eſtcemed a Chri447, hut heis in communion or telloyw- 
ſhip with Tome Church, witch he owas to he the true Church uf 
Ciuiſt,and by whoie Jad;:ment he is willing to be concluded, as be- 
ing a profeſſed Member of it, and as taking it for his Principle ;, 
that every Mcmbes of t'.e true Church of Chriſt ought to be of 
her Judzment, becauſe the Scripture fayes, She 5s the Pillar and 
Ground of Tyath ;, and though ſome boggle at this, yet nothing 
ts truer then that every C'hriftsan Society Gaily prattifeth it. 
Now, the better to prepare the way for this intended Tryal,we 
will crave the Liperty frft, roconſider Chrit1oniry in the World 
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ingeneral, in its firſt Ages, whenit was undey Perſecution for 
meer matter of Religion, and before it gained nny civil Power 
and Dominion, from them we ſhall know what the true Chr:iſ#:a- 
nity did teach, we will then cenſider Chriſtianity in England, 
when divided only into two diſtih& Parties, vsz. The Proteſtarts 
and the Papsſts;, and inthelaft place ve will conſider Chriſtianity 
in Eugland, when the Proteftarts were fubdivided into ſeveral 
Partics, viz. The Epiſcopal, or Church of England Proteſtants, 
the Presbyterians, the Indepenlents, the Anabaptiſts and the Qua- 
kers : and when the Pap: were become fo finall, that they 
were upon the matter incoaſiderable, and I fuppeſe from theſe 
diftcring times, we may hope foy a reaſonable Information. 


Firſt, Then ſuppoſe the queſtion put to the Chriſtsans of the - 


firft and Primitive Times, under thole firſt and greateſt Perſecuti- 
ons, under which Chriftianity then ſuffcred. 1s #t lawful roper- 


{ecnte, and to make and execute Laws for the Infliting of Pains 


and Penalties upow quiet and peaceable People for matters, meer- 
ly of Religion, and im particular, for meeting together meer - 
ly for matter of Religion ? Doubtleſs, theis antwer would 
have been given with one general Voice : That it mas not Lawfhl ;, 
and that it was againſt the fule of Chriſt, and the Law of Nature, 
Lnoa Tbs non ww Alters no fteeris, Dorot unto another, what 
than woula/t net have done wnts thy ſelf. And that True it is, the 


+ Jews, who perſacuted the Lord of Life, and put him to Death 
for matter of meer Religion, did alledge for their Juſtification, 


that they had a Law, and that by their Law hs ought to die : 
But that, that Law, anc all Laws of that Nature,were againſt the 
Law of God; and that the Chr:i/tians had jo ſuch exſtoms, ror the 
Chursbes of Chrift, is, I think, a moſt undenyable thing. 

Theſe Ages (by the agreement of all) were eſteemed the 
pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; Religion being then moſt” pure, 
when the Profeſſors of it weremoſt poor. And if any one 
ſhall conecive, that the Chriſtie: of thoſe Ages, would have 
given any other anſwer, contrary to whatl have here framed 
tor them, and ſhall give a convincing Reaſon for ſuch his appre- 
henſon, I ſhall confeſs my miſtake. In the mcan time I muſt lay, 


that T cannot ſee what other” anfiver they could have gives, 
but 
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but what muſt have juſtified the Perſecutions againſt temſelves 
to bave becn innocent, onthe part of the Perſecutors, who be- 
lieved theſe fixft Chriftians to Err in Religion, and to be 
difturbers of the Peace, and Government of their Countries; 
and their Meetings to be unlawful Aſſemblies : And much more 
Ionecent on the part of the inferiour Magiftrates, who took 
care to put thoſe Laws in Execution, they being as much obliged 
in all civil Reſpects, to put in Execution the Laws of their Supe- 
riours, as Our Iaferiour Magiſtrates arc obliged to the Executi- 
on of our Laws; avd they gave the fame Reaſons: And the fame 
is to befaid in the Cale of she Perſecution ef our Lord Chriſt, as 
ſeems very clear from that Prayer, whick he offcred fer his,Per- 
ſecutors: Father, forgive them, they know not what they de;, here 
then isa Principle of Chriſtianity undivided. 

In the next place, weare to conſider Chriftianjty in Fxgland, 
when divided only into two diſtin&t Parties, viz. Proteſtauts and 
Papiſts,and when the Prote/iants had made no Subdiviſion amongſt 
themſelves here. This I take ts be in the times of KR. Zer. 8. 
K. Edw. 6. Q. Mary, and part ef rhe Reign of Q. Elizabeth, 
tor though there were diverſities of Opinions amongſt Proteftarts, 
as well here as is #ther Countries, cycnin theis firft beginnings ; 
yet they were not divided into parties, being every where upon 
the Defenſive. In the tiwe of K. Her. 8. which Lintcead to in- 
Atance ip, both parties were Perſecuted. 

The Caſe ſtands thus, that King at his coming to the Crown, 
found the whole Nation ina quict poſſeſſion of Popery,% holdins 
It as an Article of their Faith,and the Pxinciple whereon they be- 
lieved the unity of their Faith depended, that The Pope was the 

Sxpream Paſter and viſuble Head f Government next xuder Cirgs/?, 


of that which they them called the Catholickh, Church of Chriſt, of 


which the then Natiowal Church of England was a Adember : The 

King had defended this Article by Writing fo vigeroully,that the 

Pope ha:! for that very work conferred upon him the Title of 
Defender of the Faith, to be enjoyed and uſed by him, and his 
Succefſors forever. The Parliamont of England after this threw 
off this Supream Puſtour, this viſible Head, and put this Kiog 
Wto his place; ſofar as cenecrned the Church of Exglavd, by 
e 
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the Title of Supream Head of the Church of England, annexed 
tothe Crown; and this by a Law, 26 Hen. 8. C.1. And then 
by another Law, 26 Her. 8. C.13. It was Evatted, Thar 
rf any byWord or Writing, ſhould attempt to aegrive the King 
of the 1 itle of bis Royal Eſtate, be ſhou!d bs adjudged @ Tra)tcr : 
This chance of the Hea(ſhip of the Church, was, aud is truly 
(at le-ft in England) a Protefiant Doctrine, and undoubtedly 


there is n5 Proteſtare whatſoever, but approves the caftig eff the 


Popes Headfhip, as conformable with the Docirige of 7ro- 
reſtavit;z, And upon the latter of theſe two Laws, divers ſuffer- 
ed death for their denying the Kings Supreiracy; this was the 
ficfttep made in Exglaud,from Popery toward: Proteſtancy. And 
tie Vigoreus Execution of this latter Law, eacouraged levera! 
Proceants from fortaipn parts to come into England, not doubt- 
ing but to hare a Liberty to exerciſe their Religion here; and 
it gave confidence to'many of the Subjets of Eugiand to receive, 
an! to others, to entertain good thoughts of 7rece/raxcy, being 
periwaded, that after the ſhedins of ſo much Bloed, as had been 
ſned kere upon that Occaſien, England would never any more 
admit of the Article of the Popes Supremacy ; and Conſequent- 
ly, would every day make greater Reps from that Church, of 
which the Pope was owned to be the Supream Paſtoour., And 
certain it is, that ProteſZancy upon this Occaſion allo made its 
entrance into Englard, and gained Ground here, and fuch (if not 
by openapplication to the King for that purpoſe yet) at leaſt in 
their Hearts deſired a Toleration, and to be admitted to Preach, 
an Exerciſe their Religion here, without being Perſecuted for 
their fo doit; ſo that their Principle was at that time (atleaſt) 
againſt Perſecution for meer Religion. But Proteſfancy being now 
taken notice of to Brow,another Law was made,z1 Hez.S.tor fet- 
ting unity of Opinion in the fix Articles therein named, by which 
ve denyal of Tarfilftantiation, and ſeveral other Dactcines 
therein named, are FnaRted to he-pnniſhed with Death. 
Andnow Perſecytion in Ezgland, for matters of meer Reli- 
Sion grew ſharp and high; fo that it is obſerved by our Hiſtor;- 
ans, that upon one & the fame day,forae who were prefeſſec} Pa- 
pi/*s, were' put to death for -derying the Kings mT 
whuic 
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which was a Proteftaxt Article; and ſome who 'wer@ profefſed 
Proteffants, were put to ceath for denying Trantubftan-iation, 
whish was an Article of the Papifts; fo that at this time, the 
Government coulc neither be ſaid to be Popsſh,nor Prore,: avit but 
both parties were periccuted moſt ſevere'y tor matters of meer 
Reiigion:and te who ſhould tlien kave aid to either party;in juſti- 
fication of the Proceedinzs of the Magiſtrate in the Execution of 
either of thoſe Las, that that party did not then ſuffer for 
any matter of meer Religion, butter breaking of the Peace, it 
breaking of the Rings Laws, would certainly have been ta- 
ken not to have underſtood thefe Laws, or the cauſe of their then 
Suffering. And now, ſuppoſe. cach of theſe parties ſeperately 
interrogated, when thus unJer Perſecution (fox, Aftictio dat - 
Intell:tam) Is it lawful to Perfecute, and to mat and Execute 
Laws, for the Inflicting of Pains & Penalties upon quiet & peace- 
able People, for matters of meer Rets7i0n? moſt certainly each 
party in their then prefent Circumſtances, would have anſwered 
is the Negative; that it wasnot lawfu]:They would not have fallen 
ints the debate to conſider what Religion their Perſecutors were 
of, whether of the Popifh or Protefiant, to the end, to havefixt 
the Cruelty and Injuftice of periecuting for a matter of meex 
Religion, upon that party, as a Principle of that Religion, 
which their Fancies ſhould have perſwaded them to have becn the 
Religion of their Perſecutors; the Papits would not have then 
ſtood formalizing that, becauſe the firſt Perſecution was ocraſi- 
ened upon thegenyal of the Kings Headſhip over the Church of 
Fnglend, which was a Proreffant DoQtrine, in oppoſition to the 
Popes Headſhip, which was the Popiſh Doftrine; therefore the 
Proteſtants were the Agreſſors in the Perſecution; and therefore 
the Principle of Perfecution was a Proteſtant Principle; And 
thereforc, the Perſecution of the Proteſtants afterwards was no 
other thena juſt Judgment of God drawn upon the Proreſtants by 
themſelves, . as a Conſequence of that Pringiple of Perſecution, 
which gave them the firſt occafion or eppertunity of introducing 
their Religion into Englaxd; nor would the Proteftents by way of 
Recrimination have charged the Paps#s then, that becauſe 
King and the tken Government: were of the Fopiſh Religion in 
B every 


every point, ſave only inthe Article touching the Supremacy ; 


Clhritauuty, winch cact. If tem clumes to be theirs, and each 
of them wouls we agrecd, ita; it wasthe'r common Prigciple 
too unto otters 1: they Celired or.crs Mould 4o unto them ; 
here welſce the Princi; lc of © riftsuary 1n England when di- 
vided. 

The Perſecutions before mentioned, being quieted by the 
Dea of R. Henry the Eig:.., and the Crown delceading unto 
K. Edward the Sixth, an Infant of {ch tender Years, as made 
him uncapable of Excrcif.1g the Guyernment in his own Perſon, 
not being colt to the ule of right Ren!5n, tne Duke of Somerſet 
took upon him the Adminiſtraction of «'! th.ng:, under the Title 
of Proteftor,ans withhim the Pro ant varty hid their fole Inte- 
reſt. Sevcral Penal Laws were made m t15 Rinps Reign, for 
the Infliting Pains and Penalties for matters of incer Religion, 
which gave occaſion t o the P.;p;ts to charge upon Proteftants the 
Principle of Perſecution for matters of meer Religion as their 
Principle: Ir i. true, the Papsſts were at tnat time Sufferers, 
and were actually Perſecutcd by the then Government for mat- 
ters of meer Religion ; but truc Clarity might eaſily luve found 
other Reaſons, - unto which thoſe Periecutions might warranta- 
bly have been Aſigned, and there was certainly no neceſſity of 
Aſſigning them to any Principle of the Proteftants, the fiſt Law 
which was made, rc/atins to theſe matters, was 1EEdvyp. 6. C. 1. 
touching the Lords Supper, Entituled, The Penalties for ſprak- 
2n8 azainſt the Saucra-1crt of tye Body and Pluad of Chr:ſt, or 4- 
gainſi the recerume thereef i both kinds : This ſeems to have ao 
other tendency then hazely to keep both Parties from falling to- 
gether by the Ears, and ta> Proteſtants were morelikely ro fall 
ander the Puniſhment of tis Law then thezPapsſfs: none could 
lay that it was the effect of Intemperate Spirits; for though it 
directed Communionin both kinds, to ft:.h as deſired to commu- 
nicate; yet it cempeiled not any perton to commu'cate: #nd 


it had a. Clauſe. of great Temperance in the very cloſe of it 
. in 
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intheſe words, Wot cordemming hereby the uſnage of, any Chutch 
out of the Kings Majecjties Dominions. The next Law of- this 
Nature, was made in the ſame Parliament, viz. 1 Edward 6. Co: 
12. It i; Entituled thus, viz. Starmres concericing Treaſons, &c. 
repealed; ani this cannot be denyed to be tharp az;ainft the 
Papiſt;. Ir makes it highly Penal to affirm, That the 4 $29 17 nor, 
or onzbt not to be Supream 1:ead or: Earti of tue Church of Eng - 
land ad Ireland, or azy of ther: immediately under God ; or that 

"the Bifhop of Roine, or any othrr Perfon or Perfons, other then the 
King of England for the time being, 15, or ought ta bs bythe Laws 
of God Supream Head of the f.:me Charches, or any of them : But 
there isno neceſſity or reaſon of ail ribing this to any Proteſta;;e 
Principle, though it is ſuppoſed to be made in aft:xmance of a Pre- 
- ION Principle. Another penal Law was made and Eaw.6. 

ntituied, The Penalty for not uſing Uni RG: Service and 

Adminiſtration of Sacraments. And in 3Wand aw. C.C: 10; 
was made an Att, For the aboliſhing and putting away of divers 
Books and Images: Both which were ſevere againſt the Papsſts in 
matrers of mecr Religion; yet do I not find any neceſſity .why 
the Perfecutions, which theſs Statutes occafioned,, ſhould be im- 
pured to. any Proteſ#ant Principle, Duxing- the whote Reign of 
this Infant King, it is clear, that the Papi, fuffered- Perſecution 
from the Hands of the Proreſtants for matters of meer Religion 
and without doubt, had it been then demanded of the Papsjts, 
whether ſuch Perlecutions and ſuch Laws EnaQting ſuch Periecu- 
tions were lawful, and agreeable with the Principles of true 
Chriſtianity, which they pretended to maintain ; their An- 
{wer would have been in the Negative: And they would then 
with one accord have readily agreed, that Perſecution for mat- 
ters of mcer Religion, was no more conliftant with the Rule 
of Chriſt, requiring us, .To do unto others, as we would that others 
ſhould ds'unto 4, then Murder and Robbery. 

But tlie Perfecutions Inflifted upen the Papsſfs, by the Law 
made in the time of King Edward the Sixth, did netlaft long, 
tkey ended with is Life; and by the deſcending of the Crown to 
cen Mary, the Fapi/ts were relcued from all their Sufferings. 
All the Laws made againſt them in the times of Hen. +. anc Faw. 
the 6. were Reprealed; but the caſe was altered with the poor 

B 2 Proteſtants 
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Proteſtents,wholc Sufferings were io great,andare {y ſharply & 
juſtly reflefted on, even to tlis Cay that I, who love net to aggra- 


vateaty thing /&fecially that carries its own aggravation with it,, 


will lay no mere of them, bvt beg of our good God to blot them 
out of ovr remembrance. Sure 1 am, had any Prote/?ant þeen asked 
his TuJgment in that Age, touching the Principle af Perſecuting 
for maiters of mcerReligion, he would have Gilclaimed it, as 
abſolutely contrary te the” Principle: of his Religion,  whic3 is the: 
point that I am Iabourins to Evince. And aiter all this, ſhall. 
any ene take it Hl, if upon a Frinciple of Charity Iſhall profeſs, 
that I cov!4 never as yet ſee any thing offered, which in my poor 


apprchenftondid nec {Frrily Evinco, That Perſecuticn for meer - 


Kelir1or, was even an avowed Principle of either ſide. 

Hos yh of Perſecution, under which the ”roteſtants 
ſuſferei@> ably in 'Q. aries time, did end with 
her Reign, which was but ſhort; and aftcr that, the Prote- 
Rants never luffFed oF: from'the P:p:;fts. Butupon the death. 
of Q. Mary, the Crown coming to Q, El:zaberh; and ſhe 
thereupondeclaring her ſelf a firm, a zcalou:, and to all intents,, 
religiouſly a Peoteftant , 'the edge. catiie. ſtrong againk.the. 
Papiſts, before. any differences wer dilcerned to be among the. 
Proteſtants Several of the-Popiſh Clergy ſuffered Perlecutioniome 
even unto Death in feveral parts of the Kingdom: And new 
Laws were from time to time, framed and multiplyed for thole 
purpoſes. And if now we ask the Opinion of the Papifts as tg 
Penal Laws, either Sanguinary or others, and Perſecutions for 
meer matterof Religion; they will tell you (and they continue 
in that proteftation even unto this day) That all ſuch Laws ard 
Per fecutions are unlawful, and againſt the Principles of the Goſpel : 
And though the Prorefarrs under feveral changes, have becn in 
the poſſeſſion of thoſe Laws,and have at times more or lefs Execu- 
ted them; yet (fo far as Ican find ) theydo not own Pcrie- 
cution for matters meerly of Religion to be their Principle, or 
tawfu', 

Air the Paprff 5 had ſome time continued the alone Perſecuted 
Party tor Matters meerly of Religion, ſeveral Differences, 19 
Matters meerly of Religion, happened to divide the Proteſ{apts 
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ioto diſtin&t and ſeparate Parties during ſome part 'of the Reign.. 
of Queen Elizabeth, and alſo during the ſeveral and ſuccefſive 
Reigns of A'iw7 Faro and King Charles the fuſt; and about the 
begining of the Reign of K:ng fames, ſome particular deſpe- 
rate Malecontents, profeſſealy of the Popiſh Religion, being 
found guilty of a moſt helliſh Plot, whereby they had deſigned 
the Deſt:::tion both of that King and of his Parliament by 
Gunu-powder (for which they were ec{ervedly Exccuted) ſeve- 
ral ney; and moretevere Laws were then, and at ſeveral times af- 
ter, made againſt tne Paps}?s in general, by which ſeveral Puniſh- 
ments were inflifted on t1em for Matters of mecrReligion; and 
ſeveral penal Law: were alfo made, by which the then Governing 
I roteſtant Party, then, and ſbill diſtinguiſhed by the Name of the 
Church of England, or the Eprſcepal Party perſecuted thei. 

The D.fſcating Pretejtai:ts of 51] forts were profecutec. under 
the general Nameot Non-conformiſts, who cryed aloud to have a 
Toleration granted,tiat is, to theinſe!yes; & declarcd it ablolutely 
Unlawful to puniſh any for Matters of mecr Religion; and when 
this (by them fo muck ciefired Toicration) coulc no; be obtained 
otherwiſe, they took up Artas, and ye all know what followed. 

During the continuance of this before-mentioned War, and 
aſter Kg Charler the firſt was not able to make head avainſt the 
Nor-conformiſi:, the Non-conformiſtt retaliated the C: uic:. of 
Englard, and not a little cruſht the Popiſh Party, both Having 
cngaged ont'other ſide, and being of other Religions, eftecm- 
cd themſelves perfecvred for matter of ' Religion. 

That Wer being ended wit' t..c Death of King Charles the 
fit; and the exjellig of our preient King out of Þis Domini- 
ons, and tie total Ruin of Fpi/copcy, and the Supreſſion of the 
Papsſts, 'and the total c''ange of the Government, the Von-con- 
formifts under the {:vcra! Forms took upon them and kept the Go- 
vernment, until our prefent Ki1z was by the Divine Hand of Pro- 
vidence reſtored to his Crown; vring all which time the Ep:/- 
copal Party and tie Papifts ſuffered, more or lefs, for 
matters(atleaſt in their apprchenfion) meerly of Religion. But - 
theſe two Parties were not alonr in their ſufferings, for during 
thoſe bloody conteſts there appeared another party which from &. 

ts 


' Perſecuted, and that only for matters of Religion, this par- 
ty was the people called Quakers ; they did at their firſt ſhew- 
ins themſelves in the World, go under the name of the Chuldren 
of Light,” becauſe they aſſert as their main and firſt Principle, 
that every manand woman is inlightned with a faving Light 
from God, whichall aught to obey on pain of Damnation; but 
by one Bezzr a Juſti,e, in 1650. were nick-named Luakers, 
they profefſed themlelves to adhere to the plain Principles of rhe 
ft Chreſtiars, and particularly to hold it as their Principle, thar 
all Ferſecntion whatſcever, againſt any Party, People, or Perſon 
what /over, for matters meerly of Religion 1s abſolutely Unlaw- 
full, Unrighteou, and againſt the Spirit ang Will of Gar, ' and de- 
ftrudroe of the, true Chriſtanity; and to give them their due, 
they have been true Contenders for their Principle, both by their 
frequent Apologies and -Remoiſtrances on the one hand, aud 
invincible patience in Suffering on the other hand. 

Upon the Reſtauration of our preſent King, the Eps/copalpar- 
ty was alſo reſtored. The Presbyterians, Independents and, Ana- 
2aptiſts expeCteda general toleration in matters of Religion ac- 
corting to fome of the Kings gracious Letters, as a Reward for 
their not oppoſing the Reſtauzatioa of the King: The Papiſts 
alſo expected the ſame thing, as a reward for their Loyalty in 
adhering to the Crown the Quakers, nowa great People, grew 
confident of the like freedom, becaule of their Innofenliveneſs to. 
Goverameat, But inſtead of this expeRed liberty ; all the former 


Pena! Laws made in the reſpective times of Q. Elizabeth. K.. 


Famer. and K. Charles the firſt were revived and ordered tobe 
put in Execution as well azainſt all Nor-conformiſts, who were 
Proteſtants, as againſt the Papiſts, Ang new and, more ſevere 


Laws.. were made againſt them all: Apd by theſe, reſpeRtive,pra- 
a 


ctices we ſte what all theſe parties haye- done when they. bad 
Powet. 


I think fuch a5underſtand the TranſaQtions of our Country.will . 


clear me from having wade any nuſtake as to matters of fact, in 
any thing that Thaye hereſaid, touching paſt Perlecutiors,though 
[ believe ere: willndt want f me w 
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ome whe will either think me miſ- 
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Vito 
Ldonot think there is any one party,fow-1n-E;:2144 whotolds: it 
asa Principle of their Religion, -that it is Lawfull co'perſoente, or 
to make or Execute Laws for the inflicting of Paines or Pe- 
nalttes for any matters of meer Religion, or elle they will fi- 
ſpect 1 do not i Teuth bei.cve what I here proteſs to believe in 
this point, fince even by my own ſhewing in the: ſeveral marters 
of fact before Ur:ca by iy telt, -it plaiuly appears, that there 
is not one pacty now in England (the People called Lauakers only 
excepted) who proſcls themfelves Chryitars; . but have been 
notoriouſly guilty (more or leſs) of the very Fact, - or ( at 
leaſt) of a publick allowing, if not abetting of it: And- every 
party will be apt to tenturs me oi Singularity (at leaſt) fince 
each party thinks that ' they ave Arguments drawn from 
Facts, ſufficient co fox this uply Doctrine as a Principle upen that 
Religion which they hate moſt. O thatrbe Man could prevail 
againit the Beaſt! and that we would permit our Paſſions to give 
way to our Reai5n, to con't/cr taings nakedly,. and - as they 
truly are, Sz Sat; eff acculaſſe 42 uts erit 1:.nweens? If to ac 
be a ſufficient Conviction, what party ſhall be able to clear it 
felf, and who knows not that *tisa Chriſtians part to ſuffer, but 
never to Periccute. 

I very welt know, that the Proteftants in general, who look 
upon the P-prſts as their common Enemies,co.in their Pulpits, in 
their Writings, and inall ther Addreſſes to the! People, charge 
them with thoſe Rivers 07 Blood which ſtreamed/in the times: of 
Q. Mary, and with the bloody Intentions which thoſe mitcreants 
had in their Heart-, who were engaged in the 'hellith Powder- 


| plot; that the firſt was Cone by authority, and chiefly by the 


Popiſh Biſhops, that the other, theugh the Fatt; but of private 
perſons, were never condemned by authority; aad filenceis ar 
implyed conſent and approbatien. Do we welt confider what 
the Papi/ts offer by way of extenuation inanfwer+to'theie' Cha- 
rages? they juftifie none of theſe Fats : But asto the firſt, they 
recommend to us to be conlidered, the Circumſtances that 'Q. 
Marywas in wheriſhe came to the Crown, all the chief Heads of 


the Hreteſtant party, had ſet up and Proclaimed the Lady _ 
wy 


taken inthe point of C arity, when-l, profeſs to belidre that 
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July Queen, in oppoſition to Q; Mary, their lawful Soveraign; 
they had raifed an Army againſt her; 'ſhe was compelled to 
gain her Right by force; ſhe was a Conquerer : And if 'we will 
. believe them, the had not given any Articles which might have 
obliged herto pardon any who were puilty of this Uturpation, 
and Treaſon; ſhe was told it was a Confbdaacy ot the whole par- 
ty of the Proteft ants, which gave her aground to ſuſpe&,that the 
Proteſtants held it for a Principte, that it was lawtul tor them to 
take up Armsaga nt, and depole their law ful Soveraign, if of 
a Religion contrary to them. She might by tte Laws then 
in deing (the ſame which we have to this day in force amongſt us) 
have taken away the Live. of all who were any wayes Guilty of 
- endeavouring to depolſe ter ; ſhe did not make any one new 
per ecuting Law (which is conſiderable) by which any of thoſe 
were takenoff who were put to Death : But being put into fears 
by her CounciP; that without making great Examples of Juſtice 
in all parts of the Kindom, fhe would bein danzer of having 
new Inlurreftions made by the- Proteſtarits againſt her, ſhe was 
perlwaded that the only way to prevent the ſheling of more 
-Blood for the future, was to puniſh confiderable numbers of thoſe 
who had then aftually broken the old Laws of her Kingdom. Her 
;Biſhops (and that is the chief and juſt ground ef the cbarge)-had 
their fears and revenge alſo, in particular, they were :new- 
ly retord to their Biſhopricks, and Religion, of which they had 
-been dilpofleſſed in the time of King Edward the Sixth, the 
wereafraid of being again diſturbed ; and theſe fears and pal- 
fions made them take wrong meafures. They pertwaded the 
Queen, that ſhe might as well make Examples of Juſtice, and 
prevent future Inſurre&tions, by puniſhins thoſe for tieir Reli- 
Sion, Who had been Guilty of Treaſon, as if ſhe had puniſhed 
themfor Treaſon: and they urgcd, that by this way ſhe ſhould 
do her ſelf the greaterright, nd ive a proof to the World,that 
ſhe was more offended with Treaſon committed againſt Heaven, 
(for {o they eſteemed Prorefare Religion) then with Treaſon 
committed apainft her ſelf, which might be interpreted Revenge 
they had forgotten the true Principles of the true Chriian- ie? 
ligion, which required to leave unto God to Revenge whatſo- 
L401 315% ever 
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ever Iniuries are done to him, and to leave it to God to judge 
whar Io,uries were Cone tohim, Trey did not 1:0w think of doing 
unto other; as thiy would that others ſhould do unte them; they did 
not remember the wiſe advice of Gamalie!, belore mentioned, 
but giving Ear oniy to their own Fears , and preferring Human 
poliaes before Getpe'-Rules, they milled rhe Queer, and took 
away te Lives of vaſt nun:bers ef {fuck againſt whom nothing 
could be c arged, but what was matter of mecr Religion, 
thereby givinz a Juſt occaſion to charge upon their own 
Religion t':© Prin./pie of Perſecution for meer Religion, which 
thole who nc # projets rt at Religion, do pretend tocdifown and 
abominate. And as to the buſinely of the Powder-plot, the 
pray us to oblerye, that it was the Treaſon, not of the Papiſte 
of Eng1and,but of a tew particular perſons of Dlſeperate toxtunes 
and worle Conlcieaces, and not witbout  ſuſpitien of being 
drawn into the Snare by their Enemies, that upon the meſkt ſevere 
Scrutiny which could be made into that buſineſs, it clearly 
appcared, that the gumbes of the offenders was not greater then ' 
what happens ſometimes te be engaged ina particular Burgſ/ary, 
and not ſq many as to make up the feurth paxt of a foot Company 
of Souldiers, that the Villany of that deſign hath been as fully and 
generally, yea, and as publickly decryed, condemncd and repro-- 
bated by the whole party of the Engliſh Papyis of that Age, 
and of ali ſucceeding Apes, as auy ing can be by a party in 
Perfecution who have not ever had . any oportugitics or allow- 
ances to aCt in apy caſc otherwiſe then each perlon of the party's 
a private perſon, 7d only is tus priyate capacity: And they appeal 
to the Juſtice of thoſe who profels to have the Rt Lee Bom 
ef all others againſt the Religion ofthe Papitinhether they will 
admit it as a rule that the Villanics of ſame private perſons, who 
profeſs. theraſelves to be iv tellowſhip er communion with any 
Chusch' or people, calling themfclyes Chriſtians, may in Juſtice 
and oughtin reaſon to be charged as prececding from the Prin- 
ciples, DoQrines, or Religion of that Church or people with 
which private perſons profels to be in communiod or felowſhip ? 
ay a7 out, Ged forbid any ſuch rule ſhould have ctedit in the 
| Orig. 
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Oa the other fide, I am not ignorant, that the Papiffs who E- 
ſeem the ProtcFantrin general as their mortal enemies, by whom 
they apprekenJ] themicives to have been deprived of what is 
met dear wnto them, from the time that the Proreftaxr Religion 
firſt £-ined a preheminency in Fug lard, are as higily Unchart- 
table towards che Protefanrs, as theſe are levere intkeir cenfuxes 
towards them. They look upon the Proteſtants as the 1ſrar- 
lires did upon the Feyprians, they charped upon them the guilt 
of all the Blood that hath been ſhed, of all the Perfecutions whic), 
have hapned for matters of meer Religion, ſince the firſt Act gf 
Parliament of that Nature, made by King Her. 8. unto this 
hour; infinuating, that what was ſo cruelly ated by Q. Afarics 
Biſhops, was occaftancd by the Provoeations given in the time 6f 
King Fw. the 6th and warranted(as fav as il Afts can be warran- 
ted firſt, by the Non-conforwiſts retaliations towards the Church 
of Fn:lend, when fubdued' by them upon the Death of King 
Charles the firft, and then by the preſent Retaliation made to 
the Non-conformi(ts by thoſe of the Church of E;g/4rd, ſince 
the Rcftauration of our prejent Soveraign. In ſhort,” as. the 
Protefants in gefieral, to excuſe and Juſtifie themſetves,. labour 
©o caſt Perſecution for matters of meer Religioniupon the Papiſ?s, 
asa principle of Popery;, fe the Papi/ts arc as Induſtrious to 
perfivade the Wold that it is a principle of Proteftancy. I 
might here by way of Apology and Extcnuation refer the Pa- 

2:fts, as they og e Proteftaiits, to conſider of Circumftanices of 
fitres'and rhge” kick occafionzd their Severities: againſt them, 
*nethe \meulineſs whith Toight probably 'be among the, peop!s 
"In'tht tine! of King Edww.. the 6th to'fee their Religion altered as 
theycongeived, by the Preteffor. And in Q. Flizaberb's time, 
Þrfides ih reſentment Which, the Proteſtants bad of the Cruel- 
ties Which were" execxciled againſt them in Q. Maries time, It 
Is fettain,. the Pay s did Got Took upon'Q. Elitabeth to haye 
fog Bagh to the Crown; the having beey declared by the Ju- 
PitafSentence, and Judgrient of Arch-Biſhop Cranmer tobe 1- 
Ipitimate; and the Marriage between King Her. 8. and Anne 
of Putter her Mother, beins by the ſame Sontenice declared ab- 
ſolytely void ab [nitio, and that.Sentence confirmed by AR of 
We Parliament, 
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Parliament, 28, Hex. $. C.7. So thatthe Papits took Q. Adary 
of Seotland to be the Ri befia Heir to the Crown, and Rightfv] 
Queen, and Q. Fliz.«berh was conſtariged by great neceſſity to 
keep thery under; but Apelogics are not proper to be made 01 
the behalf of thoſe, who have the Authority towards thote who 
are ſ{ubjectcd. : 

And as the Prote/?antsin general, aud the Pepiſts, reproached 
each other, reciprocally charging upog cach other that Perfecu- 
tion for inatters of meer Religion was a principle of each others 
Religisn; ſo did the Epi/copa! Proteſtants, anc the New-con for- 
»i/ts: The Eps/copa! party, who firſt perſecuted the Now-con- 
fermiſks under the general Name of Puritans, cs Presbyterians, 
affirmed, that their ar beginners in Scotland, from whence they 
derived themfelycy, did more then any Party upon Earth Per- 
ſecute ethers for matters of meer Religion, and had gained a 
Power by their Ulurpation, Oppreſſion and Perſecution, being 
a fort of People who wanted the very efſentials (as they taid) of 
Religion, viz. a right Ordjnation, withont which (as. they al- 
leadge) there could be 06, Te Church, no true Miniſtry or true 
Sacraracnts: And that, thereforc they ought by Penal Laws, 
timely made, to be prevented from making Diſturbances ia Fr:5- 
land. The Puritans te juſtifie themiclyes, denying Perſecution 
tor matters of mecr Religion to be theis Principle, or to be 
lawful, laboured to fix it' upon the Church of England as theis 
Principle, and as taken up by them from the Papift, And as to 
the particulars —_ upon thoſe of Scetland, they ſaid, That 
whatloever thoſe of the Reformation had done in Scorlarnd, was 
approved and abetted by Q. Elizateth, and the Proteffants of 
England, without whole advice nothing in Scotland had been 
Tranſacted, and without whofe aſſiſtance things had not 
been fo Effeted, they further faid as to the point of Ordination, 
that the Church of E:g/and ought not inreaton, to account Fpiſ- 
copal Ordination to be {uchan eſſential of Religion as they char- 
ged, for that if no Ordination could be valid but by Biſhops, that 
then it would follow, that no Ordination could be valid but trom 
tzuc aud rightful Biſhops of tke true. Church of Chriſt; andthen 
the Ordination of the Church of E:g/a»d would be as invalid 'as 
C Z the 


| EH 
the Ordination of theſe of Scrriend; for the Church of Exg- 


l«;4 could make out no Succeſſion of Biſhops, but through the * 


Poniin Church, which.bort. partie- (as well thoſe of the Church 
of E:zlaid, a. tho & 0) Seutia ) tall con 'emned and agreed 
to bea tale tt urc!, ail; ao true Church of Chrit, but an Har- 
{ of aid Ault rift. 


I tus the Eſc opal Protcji ants and the Puritans charged and' 


recruminated each other, the £pr/copel party nevenihetcts waking 
goed their ground,ſo lotig as they ad the Civil Power to {i:port 
them; but when upon the Death of K. Carle; tte Frft, the 
HNen-cenformg/;s gained the civil P-ywer into their Hun, the 
Church of Enelerds party (like all parties oppreſt) beins uader 
Perlecution together with the Papr/ts for matters of meer Reli- 
pion, 21d 40; lutely condemn all ſuch perfecutia:s as wilawful ; 
and then the Nov-eorformiſts (who were at that time ſub-divi- 
ded, and brancht out into ſeveral other partics) gave occaſion to 
charge thera with tie Principle of Perſecution for meer Re'igion, 
and put tt.em to ulc the ſame Arguments to clear themfelves, as 
the Epiſcopal Party aud Papifts hag Feſpertively before made 
uſe of, when the Government was in then, to prevail! with the 
Worl1, to believe that they abhorred the principle of Perſecu- 
tion :or meer Religion; and that the Perſecution; uied by them, 
wert not :or any, matters of- meer Religion, nor in Truth Perſe- 
cutions, butpurely afts of prudence, and doing right to them- 
ſcIves by a juſt care to keep the Epiſcopal party and the Papsfs 
out of all poſſibility of perſecuting them any v:ore tor the future. 
But none of them could find any reaſonot that Nature to excuſe 
the Perſccutions, wl:ich they uſed towards tlie prople called 
Lwakers, they could not charge them with ever having perſecu- 
ted any Party or Perſon: yet in Fa, both tie Von-conformſts 
and the Epiſcopal party did Perlecute them in their turns; and 
thereto: c to prevent being charged for perſecutiug a quiet Peo- 
ple tor matters of meer Religion: They pretended ſometime that 
the Quakers were all Mad-men, and that they Impriſunred them 
only to keep them out of the way,and to preferve then in peace; 
and thoſe who had getten the Government, woui! upon that 
very Title ckim the right of \udging wit perſogs were __, as 

they 
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they did alwayes of judging what was Truth and what Error ; 
At othet times they pretended fo puniſh the Quakers as Blaſphe- 
mer*, and the Perſecutors beinz the only Judges of what was 
Blaſpi.cmy under ii.cir Goverment, ihev might make what: 
they pica ©d Blu! her, When tl ey prow athamed of this 
charge, t' ey then preterice., thar the £#, rs were concealed 
Pap:/:, 2nd that every. e whitpote or uttercd any thing in 
their Mectings (yl ctr Man or Weran) was a Jefuit dif. 
guized, it was Cleas that the a, "he; uſer bighty, an'' it was 
as clear there cov: not wil.h 174 {hew of T:uth be any thing 
charged anviift then, but what was matter of meer Religios. 
Now wupen the w.igic matter, what hatl fucha perton judge 
of thcte macters, who efteer- hintelr in danger of being judg- 
ed by God, if ne ſhall mate any raih Jucgrarnt? Shall we take 
for a luſhcient felid proof, the ckarge of aa exaſperated Enemy 
againſt an Enemy who hat! 7rovoged him, and this ina matter 
of io great a concernmenc, a. to render not a ſingle Perſon but a 
whele Party vawo: thy to live? this were to judge againſt the 
Rules of common Juſtice anc Righteouſneſs, as well as to Sin a- 
gainft Charity; ans tis way of judgins would render each 
Party (the &zxakers only excepted) to be Guilty, and te give a 
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juſt Title to eact Party, were it hath tte poſſeſſion of Power 
and Government to put to: Death all of the other parties: For 
though we in E.;2/174 Huuld reuſe to admit the charge of the 
Papifts here to be ai: f}woent prooi againſtthe Proteſtazts in fo - 
great aniauter ; yetlct n- not deceive our ſelve-fo tar, as to fup- 
poſe that'in Popiſh Ceunirie+, rke charge of Papiſts againſt Pro- 
teftants wou'd not be tvken to beat the leaft as valid,as the charge 
of Proteſtants will be 1aken to be againſt Paprſts here. Shall. 
we go another way, and iay, that in regard every Party takes it 
ſelf to be the only g0-d and true Chr:/tia/:, and in regard we ſee 
every Party, whenin Puw-r, practifing this thing, and perfecu- 
ting the other (when in their power) for matters of meer Re- 
ligion, that therefore every Party afrees in this? That it 1s law- 
ful for thaſe who ave the true Chriſtians, to make and exeonte penal 
Laws againſt ſuch as are erronious Chriſtians, and to Inflitt pains 
and penalties xpon them for matters of meer Religion, that is, for 


Errors held by them « Dottrines of Religion: But neither = | 
this 


- © Hs _——  ——_— + —— wa w—_ 
4 


(22) | 

this be reaſdnable or convenient, for this Will alſo give Title to 
theſe whe have the aftual Power, and are inthe poſlefſion of 
cacheeſpettive Governmest in the Chriftsax World, te put tg 
cath, and deſtroy all within their reſpeRive Juridiftions, whom 
they judge to be Errenious Chriſtians: And this will be allo to 
Entitle the civil Magiſtrate in every, Chriſtran Country, to the 


ablolute and uncontroleable right of judging between Truth anc” 
Error, ſo as to havejne appcal iro his Cefinitive Judgment, aid. 


to entail againſt common ſerce, an Inftallibility in the civil Ma- 
giſtrate of eyery Country of determiniag in matters of! Faith and 
Religion; 1 ſay apart sommen /eree, for Chriſtianity reucler!s 
1 thas there can be bat onc trme Favth;, ard bf thu power of 
judging ſhould be allowed to the eril Magiſtrate, there would 
be as many Faiths as there arc Governments amongR Cl71- 
#:ans; that would be true Faith in one Country , and the 
denyal of it puniſhable with death, which in another Coeun- 
try would 'be an Error and, a falfe Faith, and the affirming 
0! it putiſhable with death, it would allo be te juſtific not only 
what the Pap:7s in England, but what beth the Paps('s, and 
Proteſtants inall other parts caft as a eharge upon our Nation, 
that the only Rule of Faith in Zng/.imd, is the Parliament of 
E;:gland, that nothing is true Chri/f;an Dectrine in England, nor 
any Tranſlation er Sence,or Interpretation of Scripture, a true 
Tran'ation or Sence, or Interpretation of Scripture in England, 
but what is judged fo to be by the Parliament of England,where- 
a5,albeit in the Statute made 2, 3 Edw.6.C.1. Entituled, Ar At 
{or the uniformity of Service aud Adminiftration of the Sacraments 
hroughout the Realm, wt was afhrmed by the then Parliament, 
that the then Book of Cominon-prayer enjoyned by that Statute 
to be ulcd was maae by the aid of the Fiuly C hoſe, yet that very 
Book was by that very Parliament altcrec, and amended as ap- 
pears by the Statute 5 aw. 6. C. 1.jAud it hath reccivedſcvcral 
Rejormations and Amencments fince, and was i8 wid by a Parlia- 
ment in Q, ries Cays, aged te be Heretical. 
As tomy own Judgment inthis particular affair, it leads me 
10 znother way of reafoning and difcourkng, L Co, and I, think 1 
a bound ia Charity to believe that every perſon and party who 
Projeiſeth Chritantiry, do atleaft intend to be what they prefets, 
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a6d that they do all in their hearts fully give conſent unto all 
thoſe common Doftrines of-Chriſtianity, which, as ſtanding Prin- 
ciples of that pure Religion, were neyer queſtioned or denyed 
by any lorbof Chriftians, tuch as are thoſe which I have betore 
obſerved, of doing witte others, as we would have others oo 
mnto us, and of not doing evil, that grad may come of it, and 
thoſe others of /oving onr Netghbours as our ſelves, yea, andof 
loving our very Fnere:, and doing good to them who bate tt and 
aſe us diſpightfully;, all which, when loberly confidered, without 
paſſion or human intereſt; are as expreſly againſt all Perfſecutiens 
for matters of meer Religion, and do not only tie up Proteſ/ants 
from deſtroying of Proteſtants but alle even from Perſecuting 
of any fort for any matters of meer Religion, asthoſe commands, 
Thou: ſhalt do ns AMurther, thou ſhalt not Steal, thou ſhalt not 
commit Adultery, are agaialt and tye up all Chriſtians from thed- 
ding of þlood Unlawfully, and Malitiouſly, and againſt Rapine 
and Uncleanneſfs. And do allo in their hearts believe that what- 
ever counſel or work is of man, will fall of it ſelf; and that 
what is of God will ttand Maugre all the Perfecutiens and, op- 
poſitions 'of man, , and "that there is none of them co intend to 
fight againſt God os would willingly be found io doing. All this 
being taken by me in my own thoughts, to be moſt certaiply 
true, when ever | come to enquire , How then can tkele things be ? 
How can all theſe partic- (amqns which there are great nuinbers 
of #00d; ſober, Judicious and Sincere perions) offend againſt 
theſe common Principles of the common faith of all Chriſtians, 
by making and exccuting Penal Laws for matters of mecr Re- 
ligion, Immediately adjoayn to this another Queſtion, which 
is, And. how can ſo many pertons, protcſſing to be Chriftians, 
take revenge by Biood, ufurp the goeds of their Neighbours, 
and comrit the Sin of Uncleannefs;yet all thee were done þy that 
great and goot Kins, and Prophet, who was « ren after Gods 
own Heart, Fiat which to me anfwers this latter Queſtion, 
feems dearly toolve the former, that the Beaſt gets Dominion 
over the May, the paſſions commit a force upen reaſon; aud 
Human frailty, being too weak, brings the beſt 0f men ſometinies 


{ though but for a time) and oarcleſs .men ottentunes. to a 
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' diet their faith by their practice, until by afflitions they gain yg- 
- derſtanding, and come te repentance tor the ſaving of #heiv Souls. 
This to me ſeems is evident a Truth, that until, jometkins more 
evideat ſhall convince me of my being miſtakenin this, I /hould 
think it -a« greata fin againft Charity, ter me t0 charge it as a 
Principle of the Religion of any pasty (proteling to te Chri- 
ſtian;) Thet Perſecution jor meer Keikgion 1s Lawjull, becaulc [ 
ſee it praftiſed by thoſe whe have power amongſt that party, 
as to charge tie ſame party, to hold it as a Principle 6l their Re. 
ligion, that Murther, Theft and Adultery are Lawtul, becauſe 
great numbers of that party , are two olten guilty of tie practice 
of thoſe ſins. 

If this way of conſidering things be not found unreaſonable, 
but upon due refleion, ſhall appear to be contormable to the 
true Prineiples of Chriſtianity, and the holy Rules and Dectrines 
of Chriſt, I hope thote whe are Publick perfens will fergive 
me when I wiſh they would lay it to their hearts, and think 
well - whether it would not be of ule to preterve- this poor Na- 
tion, from the further guilt of thoſe additional Injuſtices, and 
Cruelties which-the contrary way of ra[h Judging muſt involve 
and daily do involveusin. 

is if nor more calm Frdgment to ſay, that the Diſordinate 
paſſions of R. Henry the eighth hurried him into thoſe cruelties 
which he committed, then to impute them to the Principles of 
any Religion which he profefſed? Is it not more becoming us 
to ſay that an over-zcalous paſſion of tears which ous firſt Re- 
formers had in the time of K. Edw. the fixth made them appre- 

hend that they could not put Popery out of its poſſeſſion other- 
wiſe then by force, and conſequently led them unwarily into 
practices, which were contrary to their true faith, then to ad- 
mit the charze laid on them by the theo Perſecuted Papiſts, thae 
Per ſeentiow for meer Keligion, was the firſt Proteſtant Principle 
#pon which Proteſtancy laid its firſt Foundation in England, were 
itnot more ingenious to attribute the Cruclties, which were in- 
flicted in Queen Aſary's time to the paſſionof Fear inthat Queen, 
and of Fear and Coyetoulnets in her Biſhops', that nothing 
could ſecure her againſt New Rebellions from the Procef4nts, we 
x 
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fix the Biſhops in their re-gained Poſſeſhons, but Examples of 
the utmoſt rizour, Ten to labour rofix thoſe Barbatous Cru- 
elties as a Principie uponthe Religion of that Ween. Is it 
not more Charicable to aſſign all the Fash Laws made and exe- 
cuted in the times of Queen E/zzaberh, King Fames, and in the 
ſeveral {ucceeding times fince by the Government avov: 2dly Pro- 
reffa::t, to the Fear, Ambition, Revenge, or other trail Paſſions, 
covered xenerally under tie ſpecious Titles of Reaſon of State, 
- then to give the Word a juſt Ground to charge thoſe Cruelties 
upon a Principle of Proteſtancy. This we muitdo, or (which is 
as much to our Diſhonour) we muſt give a juſt Ground te the 
moſt civilized Nations of the Wor!d, to charge thote paſt Bar- 
barities, cxcrcited fo long in Engiznd, upon the people of our 
Nation, to theCruelties of our Engliſh Natores : For what other 
thing can forraign Nations impute it unto,when they ſhall obſerve 
the tame perſecution continued for near ofie hundred and forty 
ycars, under all the various Forms of Religien which we have 
had, cacn party renouncing the Cruelties. to proceed from any 
Principle ot the Religion owned by that party, yet exercifing in 
practice what they protels to renounce to be their Faith. 

But my Charity doth not reſt here, it compels me to make yet 
one ſtep ſurther ; and ſince it is not to the Diſheaour of our Na- 
tion, I hope none will be difplealcd with it : As I amverily per- 
ſwaded, that all thole penal Laws, which have been made in this 
our Nation for the infliting of Pains and Penalties for matters of 
meer Religion, have not had their Original from any Principle 
of any of thoſe Religions which have been profeſſed by apy of 
thoſe Powers or Governments by which they were made, but 
eught to be imputed to the Paſſions of thofe who made and cauſed 
them to be put in execution: And that a falſe Reaſon of State 
gave thoſe Paſſions leave to work even againſt the Relizion which 
every Party perſecuting, profeſſed; ſods Imoſt confidently be- 
lieve, that the true Principles ef the common Chriftianity, which 
every Party owned, and true Reaſon of State grounded upon 
thoſe true and commonly owned Principles, reftrained all and cve- 
ry the reſpeive partie: by whom thoſe Laws were made, from 
all intentions of having all er any of thoſe Laws rigidly executed; 
{0 that thole who had from _ to time, and who till have the 
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executive and intetpretative Power of thoſe Laws veſted in them, 
havealwayesunderftood, and do ftill continue to underftand thoſe 
Laws not to have been intended by the Legiſſative Power to be 
ftrittly and rigid!y or conflantlyexecuted;, my Reafonis, that had 
this been otheryiſe, AN of All partics, except One, who at 
ſome time had been in power, muſt have becn ere this totally 
butchered or deſtroyed, and our poor Country fo far depopulated 
as to have become a prey to ſome of our potent Neighbours. 

I know ſome thereare who have imputed the remils execution 
of theſe unkind Laws to the generous good nature which is found 
inthe generality of our Nation, yhich abhors cruelty, and hath 
alwaycs a compaſſion for thoſe who arc under Perſecution; and 
which well appears to any who reflect upon the tenderneſs of 
our Courts of Juſtice, and of the gcacrality both of our Ma- 
giftrates, and our Juries inall the Countries of England, and 
how they have comported themſelves under the feveral eircom- 
ſtances of paſt times when they have been called upon and pro- 
yoked, yea threatned, and cndeayovred to have been forced into 
a Spirit of Perlecuting. 

Others there are who have taken thegreat unwillingnets in all forts 

of perſons to be aCtive in the execution of theſe Laws to proceed 
from the innate zcal that is in every F-7l:/h man to preſerve the 
libertics and propertie: of their fellow Subjects, as well as their 
ojvn z. and that they have obſerved, that liberty and property 
were nevcr any way ſo much cntrencht upon violated and deſtroy- 
ed, as by thele cruel Laws of Perſecution for meer Religion; 
ſo that every man conſidering when he ſees his Neighbour{ though 
differing in Judgment from himſc!!) Perſecute! and. deſtroyed 
for what ought to be called, rather hi: miſtake then his fault 
{for no man can belicve againſt this Judsment, or take an Oath 
a@aiuſt his Conſcience without fin) that though this he his 
Neighbours turn this year, it may be his own turn the next year; 
& no mans Life, Liberty or Property can be ſecure in caſe of ſuch 
Laws executed, but only {uch men who have a Conſcience fitted 
forall changes of Government, and for every Religion that is 
uppermoſt, and who for that reaſon are as unfit to he trufted by 
their Neighbours as by the Government. 


But though Itake it to be very tzue that this natural incli- 
nation 
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nation to mercy and pity, and this real zeal which all menhaye 
for the preſerving ot liberty, and property may have been 
reat helps to keep off or miticate the ſevere Execution of 
theſe Laws of Perlecution tor meer Religion; yet whenl well 
conſider the great Power, and influence: which the ſupreme 
Authority alwayes hath upon the Subje&ts; and particularly 
upon all the Magiſt:ates in general, who are alwayes perſans 
nominated and appointed by the S2prem Autitcrity 3 and muſt he- 
theretore ſuppoſed to betuch ps in v-hom the Sapreme Authority 
alwayes confides, as to tne due Exccntion of what the Supreme 
Authority intend to have Executicas I think it wil Naturally 
follow,that a forbearanee 06: the pig1id Exceution of thele Laws, 
ought to be chicfly imputed to the Religion anJ true Chriſtian 
policy of the Supream Authority ; and we ought to believe, that 
though a falſe Reaſon of State did ſometimes permit kuman frail- 
ty, to make ſuch Laws as were contradiory v0 the true Laws 
and Principles of that very Religion which thoſe perſons pro- 
feſſed, by whom thoſe Laws were made; yet true Religion, and 
true reaſon of ſtate alwayes kept thoſe perſons from intending 
ts have thoſe Laws rigidly and ſeverely Executed : I will confirm 
this by one ſingle Inſtance of the higheſt Nature, and what not in 
the beft of times. The laſt Popiſh Pricft that was put to death 
in England for being a Prieſt of the Romiſh Church, was put to 
death in the time of Cromwell; I ſuppoſe, we are not to doubt 
of the paſhonate heat which inflamed thoſe who were then in 
Authority againſt the Papiſfs and Popery; they looked on the 
Papiſts as mortal Enemies to their Government, and. as faſt 
Friends, an devoted Servants tothe Crown and Royal Family : 
Notwithſtanding which, when thefaid Prieft came upon his Try- 
al at the Seſſions-houſe in the Old Baily in Loxrdon, and upon his 
Arraignment, pleaged that he was not Guilty oi Ti:afon, but 
acknowledged himfelf to be a Prieſt of the Rowan Church; It 
clearly appeared that thoſe who were his Judges, did their ut- 
moſt to preſerve his Life, and to prevent the Execution againſt 
him of thoſe Laws upon which he- ſtood Indited : For they did 
for many hours ſuſpend the recording of his Confeſſion, making 
it their endeavour to prevail with him to plead nor Coly \p = 
D 2 it- 
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Inditment; thev preſſed him to thisin the publick Court, afſt- 
ting him, thai ne-wouid :o plead, his Life ſhould be ſafe; and 
that they had no evidence which cou'd pzx2ve him to be a Prieſt. 
AnJ when the Oi Man (Aze1avour leventy two Y car-) would 
not be drawn to deay {melt to b-a Pricit ; (tains 3 to bea 
dying of his Religion) ſo that the Court was comrcli2-! to give 
Judgment againſt him; Tre Ma-iſtrate who cave © © S2atence, 
was fo drowned mTears upon that fac! occaſion, that it was long be- 
fore he could pronounce the Sentance,which the Law compelled 
him (as he profeſſed) to give. Now I ask, canit be rrefumed 
that in thoſe ſevere times a zainft Popery, thote who then late upon 
the Seat of Juſtice, wou!:l, or durſt have proceeded t us ina 
publick Court, and made it their bufincls fo openly, fo avowed- 
ly to have ſaved the Life of a Pricſt of that party, if they had 
not well conſidered that the makers of thoſe Laws, and even 
Cromwell,who had. then taken upon him the Government of ti:efe 
Nations, did not in Truth intend a rizid and fevere Execution of 
thoſe Laws, which were for Infliting Pains and Pcualties for 
matters of meer Religion ? 
ButI think, I need give no further Inſtances for the proof of 
this my Opinion : whoſoever ſhall refle&t upon the preſent genius 
of our whole Nation, and conſider in w. at deteftation all men 
have the Execution of perſecuting Laws for matters of meer 
Religion, How publickly Informers are abhorred and difcoun- 
tenanced, when they labour to perſecute any upon any ſuch Law, 
will cafily ſee that the whole Nation in general is Convinced, . that 
thoſe Laws were never any of them made, with intention to 
have them rigidly Executed. I have been told,” and it feems to be 
grounded upon Reafon) that it is a principle of our Laws, Thar 
ever an AF of Parliament, which is agairff the Law of God, or 
a7ati;t Reaſon, is vaidin it ſelf}, if this be true (as me thinks it 
ought to be) I think weare very near the time, wherein all our 
preſent Laws of this Nature, by which any are fubjct to be in 
any meafure perſecuted for matters of meer Religion, will 
be repealed by the general Voice of the whole Nation, 
and that when the particular Perſons, of which the great Body 
of this Nation is compoſed, ſhall have confidered ſotnethiuve more 
uM dcliberately 
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Celiberately then their Paſſions have yet permitted all to do, that 
every Law of this nature is acainſt the Liberty and Property of 
the Subjetts of Eng1ad; unjuſt and cruel, inpuniſhing men for 
not. proceeding againſt their Conſciences; expreſly againſt the 
very Principles ani! Rules oi the Goſpel of Chriſt, and the prin- 
Ciples of that true Religion whichevery one of us pretends to 
own; deſtructive to the Trade and well being of our Nation, by 
opprelling and driving away the moſt irduſtrous Working Hands 
of our Nation, and depopuiating, and thereby impoverith our 
Country, whici is capabic of imploying ten times the number of 
people whici: we now have.z contradictory to-the Rule of Ju- 
ſtice, eroun4ed upon common Reaſon, as well as Religion, which 
requires, 7 hat no man ſhould do unto anether, that he would net 
have done #1.to himſelf, and conſequently void in it ſelf by the Rule 
of the Laws of our own Country : There will not be found a 
Magiſtrate, nay, a couinon Sub'e&t in England, who will not as 
politively renounce the putting in execution, or being acceſſary 
to the executins of any Law of this Nature, as he will renounce 
the becoming cvilty of thole Ceteſtable Sins of Murder or Theft. 
But until men aze a little tuxther convinced of thele Truths, you 
(Sz.) ought not to be angry with, but rather pity thoſe Magi- 
ſtrates from whoſe Hand: you have lately ſuffered for a Matter 
meerly of Religion: Peradventure they did not tully conſider, 
that the Matter with whic!: you were charged, was a Matter of 
meer Religion, but took the Mecting inan Aſſembly meerly for 
the Worſhip 0' God,ro 'e an Unlawfal Afembly, becaultc protibi- 
ted by a preſentLaw,as the poor Magiſtrates in the Apoſties times 
took their Mectinos in their Afemi. lies meczly tor the Wor- 
ſhip of God,to be Unlawful Aſſemblies,% Breaches of the Peace, 
becauſe they were prohibited by their Laws: Or perhaps their 
Fear that they thould themfel: es be ſubje&t to a Forteiture,in caſe 
they ſhould have d<nyed their Warrant to the Informer, made 
them fall nnder thatHuman Frailty for the ſecuring of theralelves. 
However it was, I ſuppoſe you have no juſt Ground to belicve the 
thing to be any Effect of Malice againſt you or your Faiends; and 
if it be not, then theſame Magiſtrates, now their Fear is over, 
may 
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may yet be inſtrumental to do you and themſelves Right. Tr is 
Odds but upon a ſtrict Refletion upen what the Informer hath 
ſworn, the Devil may tave prevailed with him to fFrear fome- 
thing which may be proved untruc; for liiformer- are not ſqueem- 
iſh in [wearing tor their own profit, as it daily appears in Weſt- 
minſter-Hall and London, anu one point of Pet jury preved will 
invalidate all his Teſtimony, and rcererſe all that is done : At which 
I am very confident no man (befides the Inlormer) will be difplea- 
ſed. And this is in plain Truth the great Reaton wiy your 
Friend: here defire to know all the Circumſtances of your Cate; 
the certifying of which may be an Advantage to yovr telt and 
your Friends there, and will be particularly very Welcome 
uwrto 


Sr. 
Your Old True Friend, 
A. N. 
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Poſtſcript 


Have here omitted many of thoſe great Arguments, both 
which others have uſed, and which may yet be advanced 
from the Nature af this Subje, partly becauſe there areſo ma- 
ny Diſcourſes extant, and partly becauſc Engliſh Mankind begins 
to be ſatisfied in the Matter. Yet this give me leave to add in 
general, Tat Force upon Conſcience, and corporal Penalties a- 
bout Matters of Religion, have not only no Preſident or Exam- 
ple from Chrift or his Apoſtles, but are expreſly againſt both their 
Precepts and Examples, This Coertion is the old Diſturber of 
States,the Deſtroyer of Property,the Depopulator of Kingdoms, 
the Enemy of Human Nature, of Kind Neighbourhood, and of 
Conſcientious Religion. At beſt it either maketh men Relegrom by - 
Rote, which is uo Xeli716n;, or conformable for Fear and Intereſt, 
which is /r-religion and bate Hypocriſfie. But beſides all this, it 
corrupteth and diſtratteth the Nature of all C:vil Government, by 
making the meaſure of Loyalty, not Love, Honour and Obedience 
to Ce/ar, but Conformity to the Clergy and Religion in Faſhion; 
which deſtroyes the true Dependence and Obligation in Govern- 
ment; and ſubjects the Lives, Liberties and Eſtates of the Peo- 
ple to the freqnept Revolutions of Religion; which ought to 
ſtand fixed and ſcred upon the coramon ant undeniable Principles 
of Civil and Inſt Government. I hopc 1 ſhall be excuſed for rhzs 
Conception, ſince 0 all others, this renders to Car the things that 
are Czlars: and | would to God, all the Cefars of the World 
law the Truth of this Notion: They would not then ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be grown upoz;, not only by another Power then Ceſars, 
but by a Power cortrary to Ceſars, and which in the tendency 
of it leaves Ceſar nothing but his Name. We might hope, he 
would not be leſs kind to his People, then Hens are to their Chic- 
kens;, not Expote them to the Tempeſt, nor the cruel Tallons of 
the Bixds of Prey ; but cover, defend and comfort them uncer 
has | 
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his Wih? of Juſt Power and Favour, enleavour their Encreaſe, 
encourage their Induſtry, and thereby enrich and repleniſh the 
Kingdom, not impoveriſh and cepopulate them; For the Glory 


of 4 Friice #s.in the Aiultitude of his pople, not Beggars, but, 


wer of Jnd1j;ry: Butwhodare be invuſtrovs now adayes, that 
wou!d not have his Lahours tnace the Forfert of his /ober Co [es- 
exce? UNHAPPY AGE! Come, "ws time id: Humane Nature 
to remcembes {rom whence the came, tor Man..and is {:ve, tor 
Ceſar te be bird toll his people, 10 let his Rain ial upon ail, his 
Sun-ſhine vponall, that he may juſtly render himiel: Maſter of the 
Lffections ot ail; and notintereſt nor imbroyle tis Government 
with the opinionary Differences 0: Religion, which doth not en- 
large, but narrow his Empi:e : and thole that put him u.-on fuch 
mea:ures, they do Offices inthe great Family of the Kingdom: 
They tet the Father again/? the Sor, and excite him to Gifinkerit his 
Children, and thoſe v1rrromtoo, nicerly tor the fober exerciſe of 
a dificuting Conſci:nce,about Matters relating to t'other World . 
Tt.is is prailsfing Reprovatio;: for Opinion, ard ſarriſuuuns Nature 
ard Morality to Modes of Religion: naygthis is to exgroſs Citlar by 
a Party, and to monepo'1ze him from the reff of his people;, a Sin a» 
g2.1!t the very Nature and end of Government. God grant us 
all more Wildom, more Honeſty and more Charity, and that we 
may yet live to lee allinduſlry encourages, the Poor employed, the 
1:71. dom 171 love with its own Growths, Viitre on:'y rewarded, Vice 
0.3 paniſhr, that Rightzoulncts, Peace ard Plenty may yet verch- 
[+1c10 awcll an0nsſt 4, Sobeitto Calar 41d 1 people, while the 
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